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Circulation Policy 

HOURS OF OPERATION 
The hours of operation of the lending library correspond directly to the work schedule of the Program Assistant.  

Generally, the schedule is Monday through Friday, 9:00 am-6:00 pm. 

 

CHECK-OUT PROCEDURE 

A valid credit card (Visa/Master Card/Discover) is required to check out any library item.  The credit card 

number will be kept on file under the borrower’s account for liability reasons (see “LOST/DAMAGED 

ITEMS”). 

 

CHECK-OUT PERIOD 
Lending library items may be checked out for three (3) weeks.   

 

Library items include: 

 Books 

 Magazines 

 Films 

  Some films are VHS format and some are DVD format 

  A select number of films are available with teaching resources 

 

LOAN LIMITS 
A maximum total of four (4) titles may be borrowed at any one time.   

  

RENEWALS 
Generally, renewal of library items is not permitted.   

 

RESERVE/WAITING LISTS 
If an item is checked out of the library and is therefore unavailable, program staff will be happy to put your 

name on a reserve/waiting list.  All circulating materials may be reserved. Once the item becomes available, 

those people on the waiting list will be notified.  Once notified, you will have seven (7) days to “accept” the 

reserved item. 

 

DUE DATE NOTIFICATION 

A printed receipt will be provided upon check-out listing the titles checked out and the due date.  The borrower 

is responsible for knowing when their items are due.  If a receipt is lost, this information can be obtained by 

contacting Program Assistant Vanessa Nelson either by phone (323-993-7412) or email vnelson@lagaycenter.org. 

 

RETURNING ITEMS 

Library items can be returned to the Family Services Program office or programs hosted by Family Services on 

or before their due date.  They may also be mailed to: 

     Family Services Program/ATTN: Vanessa Nelson 

     McDonald-Wright Building 

     1625 Schrader Blvd. 

     Los Angeles, CA 90028 

 

mailto:vnelson@lagaycenter.org
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Circulation Policy (Continued) 

OVERDUE ITEMS 

While there is no fine charged for overdue items, we do expect each and every borrower to respect and 

acknowledge the due dates.  Items that are more than two weeks late will be considered lost and the proper 

charges will be assessed and posted to the borrower’s account. 

 

LOST/DAMAGED ITEMS 
A credit card is required to check out library items.  Borrowers are responsible for all materials checked out 

on their account.  If items are lost, a replacement fee will be charged.  If items are damaged, an assessment of 

necessary repairs will be made by program staff.  Unpaid fees will be noted on the account and will impact 

future borrowing. 

 

SUSPENSION OF BORROWING PRIVILEGES 
Borrowing privileges may be suspended when there are overdue items on an account.  Privileges will be 

resumed when the item(s) are returned. 
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Picture Books 

LGBT Families: 

123: A Family Counting Book  (2000)  Written by Bobbie Combs 

Have fun with kids, moms, dads and pets in this delightful book that celebrates alternative families as it teaches 

young children to count from one to twenty.   
 

ABC: A Family Alphabet Book  (2001)  Written by Bobbie Combs 

Itõs gay and lesbian family fun from A to Z in this alphabet book that shows kids and their parents laughing, 

playing and enjoying family life. 
  

All Families Are Different  (2000)  Written by Sol Gordon 

Is there such a thing as a ònormaló family?  Is one family better than another?  Of course the answer to these 

questions is no, but children are often led to believe otherwise.  This book places importance on children 

knowing that they are loved by their family members, whomever they may be, while the illustrations show a 

variety of family situations to promote awareness and acceptance.   
 

All Families Are Special  (2003)  Written by Norma Simon & Teresa Flavin  

A classroom of children, upon learning that their teacher is going to be a grandma, share their stories of their 

families. The book is very inclusive of the diversity of family structures, including a òtwo momó household. 
 

All Kinds of Families  (1987)  Written by Norma Simon 

This exploration of family love features and celebrates all sorts of families. Central to this book is the love that 

keeps families of all shapes, sizes and circumstances together. 
 

And Tango Makes Three  (2005)  Written by Peter Parnell & Justin Richardson  

This tale is based on a true story about a charming penguin family living in New York Cityõs Central Park Zoo. 

There are all kinds of animal families in the zoo and this heartwarming story of Tango and his dads reminds us 

of that. 
 

Buster‟s Sugartime  (2005)  Written by Marc Brown 

Great for beginning readers to tackle alone or for reading aloud to younger kids, this book follows Buster on his 

trip to Vermont.  He learns all about mud season and maple syrup, goes shopping at a country store, helps to 

build a bonfire, and has a blast staying with his friends and their two moms. 
 

The Duke Who Outlawed Jellybeans  (2004)  Written by Johnny Valentine 

This story is one of five original and enchanting gay and lesbian family fairy tales that make up this collection, 

beautifully illustrated with paintings and drawings. 
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More Picture Books 

LGBT Families cont’: 

Everywhere Babies  (2004)  Written by Susan Meyers 

Pre-school listeners will appreciate this gentle rhyme that portrays babies with their families and friends 

engaging in everyday activities. 
 

Familias / Families  (1996)  Written by Meredith Tax 

Six-year-old Angie explores the dizzying number of possible relationships created by marriages, divorces, 

adoptions and single parenting. Also in Spanish! 
 

Families  (2006)  Written by Susan Kuklin 

In frank, funny, and touching interviews, children from fifteen different families (including one two-dad family 

and one two-mom family) talk about the ups and downs of their home lives. Presented along with the childrenõs 

own words are great color photographs of their families. 
 

The Family Book  (2003)  Written by Todd Parr  

There are so many different types of families and this book celebrates them all in a funny, silly and reassuring 

way. 
 

The Not-So-Only Child  (2006)  Written by Heather Jopling 

Larissa is an only child, but she is not alone! See how big this only childõs family is. This book shows that an 

only child can still have a very full family with different lifestyles and ethnicities represented in her world. Keep 

an eye out for her half-sisters with their two dads; her half-brother with his two moms, and her lesbian 

grandmother! 
 

Uncle Aiden  (2006)  Written by Laurel Dykstra 

The charming story of why every little girl needs a gay uncle! Anna Maria and her Uncle Aiden share their love 

of pretty things, tea parties and baseball - but most of all they share their love of each other. 
 

Who‟s in a Family?  (1997)  Written by Robert Skutch 

Whoõs in a family?  The people who love you the most!  Chances are, your family is like no one elseõsñand 

thatõs just fine! 

 

Lesbian Families/Lesbian Mothers: 

Antonio‟s Card/La Tarjeta de Antonio  (2006)  Written by Rigoberto Gonzalez 

Antonio lives with his Mami and Mamiõs partner Leslie. When the kids at Antonioõs school make Motherõs Day 

cards, Antonio makes one for his moms, but he is shy when Ms. Mendoza wants to display the cards in the 

school cafeteria. This colorfully illustrated picture book tells the story in both English and Spanish. 
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More Picture Books 

Lesbian Families/Lesbian Mothers cont’: 

Asha‟s Mums  (1996)  Written by Rosamund Elwin and Michelle Paulse 

Asha, an African-Canadian girl whose lesbian mums become an issue for the teacher and the curiosity of 

classmates, responds with confidence and humor that having two mums is no big deal.  
 

A Beach Party with Alexis  (2000)  Written by Sarit Johnson-Calvo 

Alexis and her two lesbian moms decide to have a cookout on the beach and invite all of Alexisõ multi-cultural 

friends.  
 

Best Best Colors/Los Mejores Calores  (2004)  Written by Eric Hoffman 

Nate loves all of the wonderful colors he sees in his everyday life. When his Mama Jean and Mamma Laura ask 

him about his favorite color, he wonders, òHow can I choose just one?ó Later, Nate learns that he likes all the 

colors best when theyõre together and that he can have more than one favorite color, one best friend, and one 

mamma. Text is in both English and Spanish. 
 

The Daddy Machine  (1992)  Written by Johnny Valentine  

Two children with lesbian mothers wonder what it would be like to have a father, so they make themselves a 

daddy machine, turn it on, and a dad pops out.  Then comes another, and another, and another... 
 

The Different Dragon  (2006)  Written by Jennifer Bryan 

This bedtime story about bedtime stories shows how the wonderful curiosity and care of a little boy, with some 

help from his willing mom, can lead to magical and unexpected places. Join Noah and his cat, Diva, on this 

nighttime adventure and you too will leave with an unforgettable new dragon friend! 
 

Emma and Meesha My Boy: a two mom story  (2005)  Written by Kaitlyn Taylor Considine 

This is a delightful story of a little girl with two moms as she learns how to be nice to her cat. Follow along as 

Emma gets in trouble trying to play with Meesha Kitty and cheer as she learns to treat him with care. 
 

Felicia‟s Favorite Story  (2002)  Written by Leslea Newman 

Itõs bedtime, but before Felicia goes to sleep she wants to hear her favorite story, the story of how she was 

adopted by Mama Nessa and Mama Linda.   
 

Flying Free  (2005)  Written by Jennifer C. Gregg 

This book is narrated by a firefly that is captured by a five-year-old girl named Violet. Violet plans to use the 

firefly as her very own nightlight. Violetõ s moms, Mommy Blue and Mamma Red, go along with the idea, but 

the firefly refuses to live in a glass jar. Throughout the story, the firefly devises several plans to escape the jar, 

none of which work. Finally, the firefly creates the ultimate escape planéwhat will her fate be? 
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More Picture Books 

Lesbian Families/Lesbian Mothers cont’: 

Going to Fair Day  (2006)  Written by Brenna & Vicki Harding 

Book 2 of 4.  This Australian import has bright, kid-friendly pictures that accompany the simple story of a girl 

who goes to the fair with her mums, and comes home with a new dog! 
 

Heather Has Two Mommies  (1989)  Written by Leslea Newman 

As the daughter of a lesbian couple, three-year-old Heather sees nothing unusual in having two mommies.  

When she joins a playgroup and discovers that other children have òdaddiesó, her confusion is dispelled by an 

adult instructor and the other children who describe their own different families.   
 

Koalas on Parade  (2006)  Written by Brenna & Vicki Harding 

The fourth book in this made-in-Australia easy-to-read series is just as fun as the first three.  The narratorõs 

mums help her make a koala costume for her schoolõs Costume Parade. When she finds out that her friend 

Hannah is also a koala, the two girls dance together in the parade and take home first prize! 
 

Mama Eat Ant, Yuck!  (2004)  Written by Barbara Lynn Edmonds 

Kids and parents will chuckle at the familiarity of this story, which just happens to be an incident from a two-

mom household.  When one mom accidentally eats some ant-covered raisins, their youngest daughter decides 

this is when sheõll say some real words: òMama eat ant, yuck!ó  To the despair of her mom, she repeats the 

sentence all day long. 
 

Manu pone la mesa/Manu sets the table  (2006)  Written by Lucía Moreno Velo 

Meet Manu and his two mommies while he carefully helps his mommies set the table. 
 

The Many-Colored Love/El Amor de Todos Los Colores  (2007)  Written by Lucía Moreno Velo 

The many-colored love was born when Maiteõs mothers met, and Maite was born from the many-colored love. 

Now the many-colored love is going to bring a new baby. Where will Maite find it? 

El amor de todos los colores nació cuando las madres de Maite se conocieron, y Maite nació del amor de todos 

los colores. Ahora el amor de todos los colores va a traer un nueve bebé, ¿dónde lo dejará? 
 

Molly‟s Family  (2004)  Written by Nancy Garden 

While drawing pictures of their families for Open School Night, the kids in Ms. Marstonõs class begin debating 

whether itõs okay that Molly has a mommy and a mama.   
 

Mom and Mum Are Getting Married  (2006)  Written by Ken Setterington 

When Rosie finds out that her two mothers are planning to get married, she has only one worry...will she get to 

be a flower girl? Fantastic, full color pictures show warm scenes of family and friends as everyone gets ready for 

the big day! 
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More Picture Books 

Lesbian Families/Lesbian Mothers cont’: 

Mommy Hugs  (2003)  Written by Anne Gutman  

What could be sweeter than adorable baby animals snuggling with their mommies? This simple board book 

features a variety of animals and celebrates the affection between mothers and children. Cuddles and kisses will 

surely abound when reading this aloud! 
 

Mommy Loves  (2005)  Written by Anne Gutman 

Animal babies are so adorable that their mommies canõt help but cuddle and love them. In this celebration of 

parental love, each mommy shows how much she loves her baby in her own special way. 
 

My House  (2006)  Written by Brenna & Vicki Harding 

This Australian import is the first easy reader weõve seen for two òmumó families.  Bright, kid-friendly pictures 

accompany the simple story of a girl who lives with her two moms, and what itõs like at her house. 
 

The Rainbow Cubby House  (2006)  Written by Brenna & Vicki Harding 

In the third book in this made-in-Australia easy-to-read series, the narrator, her mums, her friend Jed and his 

dads decide to build a cubby (tree house) in the backyard. 
 

Ryan‟s Mom is Tall  (2006)  Written by Heather Jopling 

Ryanõs Mom and Mummy are different in many ways. See how their family puzzle fits together! This 

comparative book of opposites highlights the differences between Ryanõs Mom and Mummy while using a 

puzzle motif to create a picture of families in the new millenium. 
 

Saturday is Pattyday  (2004)  Written by Lesléa Newman 

Frankie used to live with his two moms, Allie and Patty, but they have separated. Frankie brings Doris Delores 

Brontausaurus to visit Allie in her new apartment and learns that Allie will always be part of his life. 
 

Two Moms, The Zark, and Me  (1993)  Written by Johnny Valentine 

A young child with two moms, a playful animal called a Zark, and the narrow-minded McFinks, all come 

together in this whimsical story. Plenty of rhymes and bright pictures make for a fun storytelling experience. 
 

What Mommies Do Best  (2003)  Written by Laura Numeroff 

This board book shows kids that mommies can do lots of things. Itõs perfect for lesbian moms, married or 

single, to share with their kid(s), since there are no dads in the book. The illustrations are bright and sweet, with 

whimsical animals portraying moms and kids. 
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More Picture Books 

Lesbian Families/Lesbian Mothers cont’: 

While You Were Sleeping  (2004)  Written by Stephanie Burks 

This picture book lovingly describes two women learning that they will adopt a newborn baby boy through an 

open-adoption. 
 

Zack‟s Story  (1996)  Written by Keith Elliot Greenburg 

Zack lives in New Jersey with his mom and Margie, whom he calls his second mother.  He tells his story, 

including how he handled kids at school using mean language. 

 

Gay Families/Gay Fathers: 

Dad Mine!  (2003)  Written by Dawn Apperley 

This adorable board book invites young children to read about one of their favorite people. The short, sweet 

verses and whimsical pictures make this book an ideal way to celebrate dads! 
 

The Daddy Book  (2002)  Written by Todd Parr 

Whether theyõre working at home or working far away, teaching you how to walk or how to ride a skateboard, 

wearing suits or wearing two different socks, daddies can be pretty cool. 
 

Daddy Cuddles  (2004)  Written by Anne Gutman 

Animal babies are so adorable that their daddies canõt help but cuddle and love them. In this celebration of 

parental love, each daddy shows how much he loves his baby in his own special way. 
 

Daddy Kisses  (2003)  Written by Anne Gutman  

What could be sweeter than adorable baby animals snuggling with their daddies? This simple board book with 

warm illustrations feature a variety of animals and celebrate the affection between fathers and children. Cuddles 

and kisses will surely abound when reading this aloud! 
 

Daddy‟s Roommate  (1991)  Written by Michael Wilhoite 

A young boy, his father, and the fatherõs partner, take part in activities familiar to all kinds of families: cleaning 

the house, shopping, playing games, fighting, and making up. 
 

The Generous Jefferson Bartleby Jones  (2000)  Written by Forman Brown 

A story told in rhyming verses about young Jeff and his two fathers.  
 

How My Family Came To Be: Daddy, Papa and Me  (2003)  Written by Andrew R. Aldrich 

Narrated from the perspective of a school-aged child, the book shows how his family was created and that 

families are made up of people who love each other. 
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More Picture Books 

Gay Families/Gay Fathers cont’: 

King & King  (2004)  Written by Linda de Hann & Stern Nijland 

In this merry and modern tale a young prince must search for the perfect mate, yet struggles between pleasing 

his mother and following his heart. 
 

King & King & Family  (2000)  Written by Linda de Hann & Stern Nijland 

In this merry and modern tale, two recently wed kings go in search of their fondest wish for a family of their 

own. 

Monicka‟s Papa is Tall  (2006)  Written by Heather Jopling 

Monickaõs Papa and Daddy are different in many ways. See how their family puzzle fits together! This 

comparative book of opposites highlights the differences between Papa and Daddy while using a puzzle motif 

to create a picture of families in the new millennium. 
 

One Dad, Two Dads, Brown Dad, Blue Dad  (2004)  Written by Johnny Valentine 

Two children, one with blue dads, one from a more traditional family, compare notes in this light hearted book 

about parents who are different.  
 

What Daddies Do Best  (2003)  Written by Laura Numeroff 

This sturdy board book features five animal pairs illustrating the special bond between fathers and their 

children, depicting everything daddies do best, from reading bedtime stories to making a snowman.  Perfect for 

gay dads, married or single, to share with their kid(s). 

 

Transgender Families/Transgender Parents: 

Carly: She‟s Still My Daddy  (2006)  Written by Mary Boenke 

Published by the Transgender Network of PFLAG, this simple publication (basically produced on a copier in 

black-and-white) is the first book weõve ever seen for kids that deals with a parent who is transitioning. 

Although we wish it were a little less primitive, itõs still a good start. Tommyõs reaction to his dadõs new look and 

name is very real, and the story really can help kids understand this process. 

 

Family Formation: 

The Red Blanket  (2006)  Written by Eliza Thomas 

In 1994, Eliza Thomas went to China to adopt PanPan, who was then five months old. Your child will join this 

journey that brings together a little girl who needed a family, a forgotten blanket that needed a little girl, and the 

woman who needed them both. This touching tale is perfect for mothers and daughters to read together. 
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More Picture Books 

Family Formation cont’: 

We Belong Together: A Book About Adoption and Families  (2007)  Written by Todd Parr 

Cheerful, friendly artwork depicts an array of children and families and emphasizes the rewards of adoption for 

adults and children alike. Apart from the subtitle, the text never uses the word adoption nor refers to the 

adoption process, keeping the focus squarely on the universal joys of sharing hearth and heart. 
 

When Grown-Ups Fall In Love  (2000)  Written by Barbara Lynn Edmonds 

This is a nice book to explain to our kids, and all kids, about how grown-ups love.  Itõs told in rhyme and gently 

makes the point that sometimes itõs a man and a woman who fall in love, and sometimes itõs two men or two 

women. 
 

The White Swan Express: A Story About Adoption  (2002)  Written by Jean Davies Okimoto 

This tender, ebullient picture book tracks four couples in North America and four baby girls in China as 

everyone prepares for the òspecial dayó they meet. Itõs a wonderful way to introduce the adoption process to 

your child.  

 

Diversity & Respect: 

Are You a Boy or a Girl?  (2004)  Written by Karleen Pendleton Jiménez 

Kids spend a lot of time debating with each other over what makes a boy a boy and a girl a girl. Decorated with 

black-and-white photos of a biological girl, this book tells her story in a simple, forthright manner. 
 

The Boy Who Cried Fabulous  (2004)  Written by Lesléa Newman 

Through Rogerõs eyes, the world is a wonder not to be rushed by. But his parents have an entirely different view 

and they expect Roger to see things the way they do.  This cheerful tale will have children rejoicing along with 

Roger at all the fabulous things that await him when he steps outside. 
 

Brown Like Me  (1999, originally published under title Noelleõs Brown Book in 1976)  Written by Noelle Lamperti 

A young African-American girl named Noelle is encouraged by her white adoptive family to seek out the beauty 

of being brown-skinned. This book encourages children to celebrate themselves and the diversity around them. 
 

The Dragon and the Doctor  (1995)  Written by Barbara Danish 

Doctor Judy has an unusual patient ð a dragon ð with a very unusual problem ð a sore tail. With Nurse 

Benjaminõs help, Doctor Judy cures the dragon and together they celebrate with Dragonõs many friends, 

including Lucy and her two moms. 
 

The Entertainer  (1992)  Written by Michael Willhoite 

Using only pictures, the author tells the story of Alex, a talented boy who loves to juggle. 
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More Picture Books 

Diversity & Respect cont’: 

Fairy Tales of Oscar Wilde: The Selfish Giant and the Star Child  (2003)  Written by P. Craig Russell 

This is the first of a five-volume series of Russellõs adaptations of Oscar Wildeõs fairy tales into a comic book-

esque format. The two retellings here, ôThe Selfish Giantõ and ôThe Star Child,õ adeptly capture Wildeõs ability to 

bring a gentle, unexpected note of pathos to the conventional fairy-tale mix of anthropomorphic fantasy and 

whimsical moral guidance. 
 

The Harvey Milk Story  (2001)  Written by Kari Krakow 

In January 1978, on the steps of San Franciscoõs City Hall, Harvey Milk became the first openly gay elected city 

official in the United States. In making history that day, Harvey Milk showed the world that by not being afraid 

to be yourself, you can give others the courage to be proud of who they are. 
 

It‟s Okay to be Different  (2001)  Written by Todd Parr 

Itõs OK to Be Different cleverly delivers its important messages of acceptance, understanding, and confidence in a 

bold, bright and silly child-friendly package. 
 

No Mirrors in My Nana‟s House (with audio CD)  (2005)  Written by Ysaye M. Barnwell 

A young black girl is inspired by her life in which no mirrors constrict her view of herself.  Both book and CD 

teach the beauty of tolerance and the ugliness of discrimination. 
 

Oliver Button es Una Nena  (2003)  Escribe por Tomie dePaola 

Oliver disfruta pintando, paseando por el bosque, disfraz§ndose con la ropa vieja del desv§néy, sobre todo, 

bailando.  Pore so sus compañeros le laman ònenaó y él se siente diferente.  Sin embargo, decide seguir adelante 

con su afición y asistir a clases de danza.  El día que participa en un concurso de talentos con sus brillantes 

zapatos de claque, su vida cambia. 
 

Oliver Button is a Sissy  (1979)  Written by Tomie dePaola  

Oliver Button would rather read, dance, and draw pictures than play football like the other boys. His classmatesõ 

taunts donõt stop him from doing what he likes best, and his practice and persistence pay off in the endñwhen 

Oliver Button is a star. 
 

One Hundred Is a Family  (1996)  Written by Pam Munoz Ryan 

Counting first from one to ten and then by tens to one hundred, this warm-hearted picture book celebrates the 

many meanings of family. Whether gazing at stars, planting a garden, or sharing a neighborhood street, the 

people in this book connect in ever-widening circles, creating families of community, heritage, and simple love 

and friendship. 
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More Picture Books 

Diversity & Respect cont’: 

Pinky and Rex and the Bully  (2006)  Written by James Howe 

When a bully tells seven-year old Pinky that his nickname and favorite color are ògirlish,ó he must decide 

whether itõs time to change or to stand up to his tormentor. He makes the right choice and readers will see itõs 

all right to be however you want to be, whether you are a boy or a girl. 
 

The Sissy Duckling  (2002)  Written by Harvey Fierstein 

Elmer is not like the other boy ducklings.  While they like to build forts, he loves to bake cakes.  While they like 

to play baseball, he wants to put on the halftime show.  Elmer is a great big òsissy.ó  But when his father is 

wounded by a hunterõs shot, Elmer proves that the biggest sissy can also be the greatest hero. 
 

We All Sing with the Same Voice (with audio CD)  (2001)  Written by J. Philip Miller 

A òSesame Streetó tune thatõs been transformed into a bright picture book packaged with a CD of the song.  

The pictures show children of all colors and nations playing, singing and laughing together, and one of the lines 

says òyou might have two dads, you might have one...ó 
 

What‟s the Matter with Henry?: The True Tale of a Three-Legged Cat  (2006)   

Written by Cathy Conheim and BJ Gallagher 

When Henry was found, his left front leg dangled uselessly from his shoulder. That could have been the end of 

the story for this little striped kitten. But instead, it was the beginning of an unlikely adventure, as two dog 

lovers rescued him. Henry shows his rescuers the power of love to overcome any and all obstacles. His is a story 

of survival, courage, perseverance and triumph over barriers and bias. 
 

William‟s Doll  (2006)  Written by Charlotte Zolotow 

More than anything, William wants a doll. òDonõt be a creep,ó says his brother. òSissy, sissy,ó chants the boy 

next door. Then one day someone really understands Williamõs wish, and makes it easy for others to understand, 

too. 
 

You‟re Different and That‟s Super  (2005)  Written by Carson Kressley 

Fab Five phenom Carson Kressley brings us the story of a one-of-a-kind pony who learns that itõs our 

differences that make us super. Whimsical black-and-white illustrations from renowned equine artist Jared Lee 

corral both humor and charm in this warm tale of a unicorn struggling to find his identity and place in the 

world. 
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More Picture Books 

HIV/AIDS: 

A Name on the Quilt  (2003)  Written by Jeannine Atkins 

A story dealing with AIDS and family loss, Lauren, her family, and friends are making a quilt panel in her Uncle 

Ronõs memory.  
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Young Adult Books 

LGBT Families: 

Am I Blue?  Coming Out From the Silence  (1994)  Written by Bauer, Marion, & Dane, et al. 

A collection of stories by noted authors for young adults which portray the theme of growing up gay or lesbian, 

or with gay or lesbian parents or friends. 
 

How Would You Feel If Your Dad Was Gay?  (2000)  Written by Ann Heron 

Jasmine, Michael and Noah are all regular kids except for one thing: They have gay parents.  They have some 

unique concerns that theyõve never seen discussed by anyone else.  This book, written by two lesbian mothers 

with help from their sons, will be a lifeline for other young people who face the same issues.   
 

Luna  (2004)  Written by Julie Anne Peters 

Regan has always been there for her transgender brother, Liam, sacrificing her needs for his, but when he 

announces that he is ready to òtransitionó into Luna permanently, Regan is not sure she can handle the 

consequences. 
 

Necessary Noise: Stories about Our Families as They Really Are  (2003) 

Written by Michael Cart & Charlotte Noruzi 

These short stories by recognized young adult authors are compelling examples of contemporary literature 

dealing with all types of family issues. 
 

Parrotfish  (2007)  Written by Ellen Wittlinger 

Angela has never felt quite right as a girl. Her whole life is leading up to the day she decides to become Grady, a 

guy. While coming out as transgender feels right to Grady, he isnõt prepared for the reaction he gets from 

everyone else. Why canõt people just let Grady be himself? 

 

Lesbian Families/Lesbian Mothers: 

Between Mom and Jo  (2006)  Written by Julie Ann Peters  

Told from a teenage boyõs perspective, this book follows a childõs emotions through his momsõ separation. 
 

The Case of the Stolen Scarab  (2004)  Written by Nancy Garden 

When the Taylor-Michaelson family ð Nikki, Travis and their two moms ð buy an old inn in Vermont, they 

donõt expect their first visitor to be the local sheriff with news of a robbery ð and their second to be a 

bedraggled hiker with amnesia! Soon Nikki and Travis find themselves trying to solve a mystery that steadily 

grows more complicated ð and perhaps dangerous as well. 
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More Young Adult Books 

Lesbian Families/Lesbian Mothers cont’: 

From the Notebooks of Melanin Sun: a novel  (1997)  Written by Jacqueline Woodson 

When Melanin Sunõs mother tells him she is in love with Kristen, he has a decision to make: should he stand by 

his mother even though it could mean losing his friends? Or should he abandon the only family heõs ever 

known? Either way, heõs about to learn the true meaning of sacrifice, prejudice and love. 
 

Holly‟s Secret  (2000)  Written by Nancy Garden 

When Holly, 11, moves from Manhattan to Massachusetts, she decides to hide the fact that sheõs the adopted 

daughter of a lesbian couple in hopes to fit in at middle school.  Though she gets through the first few weeks of 

a friendship with a small group, before long she learns that telling the truth and being yourself is always best. 

 

Gay Families/Gay Fathers: 

Box Girl  (2001)  Written by Sarah Withrow 

Gwenõs mother ran away five years ago, and her father is gay. Because of how her ex-best friend reacted when 

Gwen told her about her father and his boyfriend, Leon, Gwen is determined to shield herself from future 

friendships. What she hadnõt bargained on was Clara, a classmate dead set on becoming her new best friend. 
 

Jack  (1990)  Written by A.M. Homes 

Jack, who is almost 16 struggles to keep his life stabilized in the wake of his parentsõ divorce from some years 

earlier. During a weekend outing, Jackõs father òcomes outó and reveals to Jack that he is gay, throwing Jackõs 

psyche and social life for a loop. 

 

Diversity & Respect: 

Cootie Shots: Theatrical Inoculations Against Bigotry for Kids, Parents & Teachers  (2001) 

Written by Norma Bowles   

A unique assortment of plays, songs and poems that celebrate differences and teach respect for all.  Perfect for 

audiences of all ages.   
 

Stitches  (2006)  Written by Glen Huser 

Travis doesnõt mind being poor and having strange relatives. But he knows heõs different from his junior high 

classmates in other ways, too. He loves to sew and play with puppets. He wants to become a professional 

puppeteer. These interests make Travis a ripe target for Shon and his friends, the school thugs. As ninth grade 

graduation approaches and Travis and friends (including Shonõs girlfriend) create a puppet production of A 

Midsummer Nightõs Dream, the taunts and schoolyard ambushes escalate until Shonõs anger, jealousy, and 

prejudice erupt in violence. 
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More Young Adult Books 

 “Birds & Bees”/Family Formation: 

It‟s Perfectly Normal: Changing Bodies, Growing Up, Sex and Sexual Health  (2004)   

Written by Robie E. Harris 

Everything kids need to know about sex, including a positive section on homosexuality and honest, real facts 

about AIDS. 
 

It‟s So Amazing: A Book about Eggs, Sperm, Birth, Babies, and Families  (2000)  Written by Robie H. Harris 

How does a baby begin?  What makes a baby male or female?  How is a baby born?  How is a baby adopted?  In 

a reassuring and age-appropriate way, this book provides accurate, unbiased answers to nearly every conceivable 

question, while giving children a healthy understanding of their bodies. 
 

What‟s Going on Down There?: Answers to Questions Boys Find Hard to Ask  (1998) 

 Written by Karen Gravelle with Nick & Chava Castro 

A useful and readable guide to puberty for boys, it is written in the voice of a trusted adult, deftly covering 

physical changes, sexual intercourse, peer pressure, and pregnancy and birth. 
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Books For Adults 

LGBT Families & Parenting: 

All the Ways Home: Parenting in the Lesbian and Gay Community  (1995)   

Edited by Rizzo, Schneiderman, Schweig, Shafer, Stein 

A collection of fictional stories depicting how gay and lesbian parents deal with childbirth, child care, teenagers 

and community pressures. 
 

The Commitment: Love, Sex, Marriage, and My Family  (2005)  Written by Dan Savage 

The true story of a marriage (not really), a lovable and relentless mother, a six-year old who says his parents 

cannot get married (but wants to go to the reception), and a partner who doesnõt want to act like a straight 

person.  There is no hotter issue than gay marriage in the culture-war debate, and Dan Savage, one of Americaõs 

most outspoken and beloved columnists, takes it on and makes it personal in this rollicking memoir of coming 

to terms with the very public act of marriage. 
 

The Complete Lesbian and Gay Parenting Guide  (2004)  Written by Arlene Istar Lev 

With practical wisdom and advice, and personal real-life stories, Lev prepares gay parents for this endeavor with 

everything they need to know and everything they can expect while making their own significant and challenging 

mark on family life in the 21st century. 
 

Families Like Mine  (2004)  Written by Abigail Garner 

A deeply personal and much-needed book about gay parenting from the seldom-heard perspective of grown 

children raised in gay and lesbian families. 
 

Families of Value: Gay and Lesbian Parents & Their Children Speak-Out  (1998)  Written by Jane Drucker 

A collection of informational material and personal anecdotes that provide a wonderful introduction to LGBT 

families and their stories.  
 

Families of Value: Personal Profiles of Pioneering Lesbian and Gay Parents  (2005) 

Written by Robert A. Bernstein 

Families comprised of same-sex parents are examples of òthe ultimate triumph of courage and integrity,ó argues 

Bernstein, author of Straight Parents, Gay Children. To demonstrate this courage, he assembles a collection of 

real-life stories of gay parentsõ struggles to raise their children in a society hostile to their lifestyle. 
 

Families We Choose: Lesbians, Gays, Kinship  (1997)  Written by Kath Weston 

This classic text draws upon fieldwork and interviews to explore the ways gay men and lesbians are constructing 

their own notions of kinship by drawing on the symbolism of love, friendship, and biology. 
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More Books For Adults 

LGBT Families & Parenting cont’: 

The Family Flamboyant: Race Politics, Queer Families, Jewish Lives (2006)  Written by Marla Brettschneider 

Weaving together personal experience and political analysis in an examination of how race, gender, sexuality, 

class and other hierarchies function in family politics, Marla Brettschneider draws on her own experience in a 

Jewish, multiracial, adoptive, queer family in order to theorize about the layered realities that characterize 

families in the United States today. 
 

Family Policy  (2003)  Written by Sean Cahill, Mitra Ellen, and Sarah Tobias 

This comprehensive report provides detailed information to state legislators, legislative staff, family policy 

advocates, activists and others interested in how public policies affect lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 

(LGBT) families.  Some of the issues covered are partner recognition, the impact of welfare reform and the 

faith-based initiative. 
 

Final Closet: The Gay Parents‟ Guide for Coming Out to Their Children  (1990)  Written by Rip Corley 

A guide to helping LGBT parents broach the sensitive topic of coming out to their children. 
 

Focus On My Family  (2004)  Created by the COLAGE Youth Leadership and Action Program 

This anthology highlights the diverse voices of youth who have one or more LGBT parent. Their families, like 

straight families, encompass a wide spectrum of experiences including divorce, adoption, frustrations with 

parents, and great amounts of love. 
 

Gay and Lesbian Parenting  (2001)  Edited by Deborah F. Glazer, PhD & Jack Drescher, MD 

Examines concerns and offers positive suggestions and ideas for dealing with day to day parenting difficulties. 
 

Gay & Lesbian Parenting Choices  (2006)  Written by Brette McWhorter Sember 

Creating a family is one of the greatest joys a couple can have, but gay and lesbian couples face unique 

challenges when they wish to become parents together. This book provides a complete explanation of the many 

ways gay or lesbian couples can create a family and the legal hoops they must jump through as part of the 

process. Written by an attorney in an-easy-to-understand style, this guide provides a comprehensive look at the 

options available to gay couples and offers advice and information on how best to proceed. 
 

Gay and Lesbian Parenting: New Directions  (2007)  Edited by Fiona Tasker, PhD and Jerry J. Bigner, PhD 

Over the past 30 years, research on gay and lesbian parents has produced findings that challenge deeply rooted 

beliefs about the processes through which parents influence the development of their children.  In addition to 

evaluating already substantial findings about gay and lesbian parenting, this collection marks a turning point in 

the field by showcasing a new wave of research that examines the dynamics of same-sex parenting and addresses 

questions about newly emerging concerns. 
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More Books For Adults 

LGBT Families & Parenting cont’: 

Gay & Lesbian Rights  (2003)  Written by Brette McWhorter Sember 

This book explains how LGBT people can stand up for their rights, use the law to their advantage and get the 

results they need under laws that are not always LGBT friendly. 
 

The Gay Baby Boom: The Psychology of Gay Parenthood  (2002)  

Written by Suzanne M. Johnson & Elizabeth OõConnor 

The Gay Baby Boom reports the findings of The Gay and Lesbian Family Study, the largest national assessment 

of gay and lesbian headed families.   
 

Gay Parenting: Complete Guide For Same-Sex Families  (2006)  Written by Shana Priwer & Cynthia Phillips 

Thirty percent of the over 600,000 same-sex couples in this country are raising children (U.S. Census Bureau).  

Gay Parenting is the ultimate parenting resource for this growing demographic, covering topics from starting a 

family to the baby and toddler years on through major teenage hurdles. Drawing on first hand experience, this 

insightful, thoroughly researched guide offers practical, essential advice for same-sex families. 
 

Gay Parents/Straight Schools  (1999)  Written by Virginia Casper, Steven B. Schultz, & Louise Derman-Sparks 

Openly discusses the specific educational realities and needs of lesbian- and gay-headed families.  It explores 

why gayness is perceived as such a threat, especially to the education of young children, when it has such 

potential to enrich the worldviews of both children and adults.   
 

Home Fronts: Controversies in Nontraditional Parenting  (2000)  Edited by Jess Wells 

Alternative family advocates tackle complex and controversial issues facing the LGBT family, such as those of 

class, race, sexism and divorce.   
 

How It Feels to Have a Gay or Lesbian Parent  (2004)  Written by Judith E. Snow, MA 

This collection gives voice to the thoughts, feelings, and experiences of children, adolescents, and young adults 

who have a gay or lesbian parent. In their own words, they talk openly and candidly about how and when they 

learned of their parentõs sexual orientation and the effect it had on them ð and their families. The one-one 

interviews with the children in this book illustrate the effects of homophobia on family life. Taken together, 

these stories make a statement for acceptance, understanding, and tolerance. 
 

Lesbian and Gay Families Speak Out: Understanding the Joys and Challenges of Diverse Family Life   

(2001)  Written by Jane Drucker, PhD 

A positive look at LGBT parenting in America through the stories of two dozen couples and individuals. 
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More Books For Adults 

LGBT Families & Parenting cont’: 

Lesbian and Gay Parenting: Securing Social and Educational Capital  (2009)  by Yvette Taylor 

This academic book explores the intersections between class and sexuality in lesbiansõ and gay menõs 

experiences of parenting and the everyday pathways navigated therein, from initial routes into parenting and 

household divisions of labor, to location preferences, schooling choice and community supports.  In a context 

of international legal changes, this study seeks to situate parents as both sexual and classed subjects, 

interrogating the relevance of class and sexual (dis)advantages. 
 

Lesbian and Gay Parents and Their Children: Research on the Family Life Cycle  (2010)  

by Abbie E. Goldberg 

This book provides a comprehensive overview of the research on same-sex parenthood, exploring ways in 

which lesbian and gay parents resist, accommodate and transform fundamental notions of gender, parenting and 

family.  Integrating both qualitative and quantitative research, this book incorporates a range of disciplines, 

including psychology, sociology, sexuality/gender studies and human development.  With practical 

recommendations in every chapter, this book is an indispensible resource for those who research lesbian and 

gay mental health and family issues, as well as those who provide services to lesbian and gay parents and 

parents-to-be. 
 

Love Makes a Family: Portraits of LGBT Parents and Their Families  (1999)  Edited by: Peggy Gillespie 

A beautiful collection of photos illustrating the lives and stories of LGBT families. A family photo album 

everyone can enjoy. 
 

Mommies, Daddies, Donors, Surrogates: Answering Tough Questions and Building Strong Families  

(2005)  Written by Diane Ehrensaft  

With the spread of nontraditional families and the rise of infertility, òassisted conceptionó (donor insemination, 

egg donation, surrogate mothering or any combination of the above) is a big new fact of life. After two decades 

of counseling òbiosocialó families, Ehrensaft wrote this honest, down-to-earth manual to help parents work 

through the problems. Just because people are brave enough to create nontraditional families doesnõt mean 

theyõve anticipated the difficult questions those arrangements raise. This is a terrifically useful book for 

nontraditional families and everyone (teachers, ministers, therapists) who works with them.  
 

No Place Like Home: Relationships and Family Life Among Lesbians and Gay Men  (2002) 

Written by Christopher Carrington 

Carefully separating stereotype from reality in this sociological study of òlesbigayó domestic partnership, 

Christopher Carrington explores the expanded views of family that inform the lives of the 50 established Bay 

Area couples included in his study. 
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More Books For Adults 

LGBT Families & Parenting cont’: 

On Being a Gay Parent: Making a Future Together  (2007)  Written by Brett Webb-Mitchell 

On Being a Gay Parent is a mix of concrete information, illuminating anecdotes and creative solutions that answer 

the questions unique to the Christian gay parenting experience. 
 

Opening Doors: Lesbian and Gay Parents and Schools  (1999)   

Created by the Educational Advocacy Committee of the Family Pride Coalition 

In this booklet you will find the set of facts, fictions and fears that shape the thinking about LGBTQ-headed 

families in this country, information for parents and for educators, and a set of rights and responsibilities to 

serve as a guide for all members of the learning community. 
 

Opening More Doors: Creating Policy Change to Include Our Families  (2003)   

Written by Allison Bauer and Nancy Goldstein 

This tool provides guidelines for families and communities to advocate at the administrative and district level to 

institute policies that support diverse families ð specifically LGBTQ-headed families ð by including and 

integrating their needs and culture into the life of the school. 
 

Our Families, Our Values: Snapshots of Queer Kinship  (1997)  Written by: Robert Goss et al 

A collection of essays from people of many different religious worlds and queer perspectives that explore what 

families and values really are. 
 

Out of the Ordinary: Essays on Growing Up with Gay, Lesbian, and Transgender Parents  (2000)   

Written by Noelle Howey et al 

A truly unique anthology, a groundbreaking collection of essays by the grown children of lesbian, gay, and 

transgender parents.  
 

Queer Families, Common Agendas  (2000)  Edited by Thomas Richard Sullivan 

Vital information on family services, custody, and access rights for gay parents! 
 

Queer Family Values: Debunking the Myth of the Nuclear Family (Queer Politics, Queer Theories)  (1999) 

      Written by Valerie Lehr 

Undertaking a comprehensive survey of conservative arguments against lesbian and gay rights, Lehr--a political 

analyst and professor of gender studies at St. Lawrence University--offers a counter-analysis and critiques the 

response of the mainstream gay rights movement to conservative views. 
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More Books For Adults 

LGBT Families & Parenting cont’: 

The Queer Parent‟s Primer  (2001)  Written by Stephanie A. Brill 

This book addresses the many practical challenges facing todayõs reinvented families. Real-life parenting 

solutions abound for working through conflicts, defining and protecting your family, and celebrating and 

nourishing a proud and loving household for all the days to come. 
 

Queering Elementary Education  (2006)  Written by William J. Letts IV & James T. Sears 

Queering Elementary Education is not about teaching kids to be gay, lesbian, bisexual, or straight. These provocative 

and thoughtful essays advocate the creation of classrooms that challenge categorical thinking, promote 

interpersonal intelligence, and foster critical consciousness. 
 

Reinventing the Family: The Emerging Story of Lesbian and Gay Parents  (1994)  Written by Laura Benkov 

In this wide-ranging work, Benkov attempts to examine all aspects of gay and lesbian parenting.  
 

Too High a Price: The Case Against Restricting Gay Parenting  (2002)   

An ACLU Lesbian and Gay Rights Project, this book makes the comprehensive case against restricting gay 

parenting. 
 

Understanding Diverse Families: What Practitioners Need to Know  (1996)  Written by Barbara F. Okun 

Clinicians in todayõs managed care environment are working with an increasingly diverse clientele. Addressing 

an important need, this illuminating volume is designed to help practitioners work effectively with diversity in 

this challenging new environment. 
 

We‟re Glad You Asked!: 52 Quizzes for the Whole LGBT and Heterosexual Family  (2002)  

Written by N. David Williams 

Not just a simple question and answer book, Weõre Glad You Asked! goes into further detail to provide readers 

with a better understanding of LGBT history, trivia and culture. 
 

Zen and the Art of Changing Diapers  (1993)  Written by Sarah Arsone 

A meditation and a celebration of the bond a parent develops with a child in the first months. And a reminder 

to parents to take joy in the little moments. 

 

Lesbian Families/Lesbian Mothers: 

Baby Steps: How Lesbian Alternative Insemination Is Changing the World  (2006)  Written by Amy Agigian 

This book is the first in-depth discussion of the issues and questions raised by lesbian insemination, and is 

primarily designed to serve the interests of general readers and health care providers as well as teachers and 

students in womenõs studies, gay and lesbian studies, sociology, legal studies, and bioethics. 
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More Books For Adults 

Lesbian Families/Lesbian Mothers cont’: 

Buying Dad: One Woman‟s Search for the Perfect Sperm Donor  (2003)  Written by H. Aizley   

Buying Dad is a hilarious, edgy, first--person chronicle of a year in the life of a woman engaged in a very 

alternative family-planning experience.  
 

The Complete Single Mother: Reassuring Answers to Your Most Challenging Concerns  (1995)          

Written by Andrea Engber & Leah Klungness, PhD. 

A comprehensive and practical guide for the single parent, filled with expert information and pragmatic advice. 
 

Confessions of the Other Mother: Nonbiological Lesbian Moms Tell All  (2006)  Edited by Harlyn Aizley 

Opting to forgo or postpone her own pregnancy to support a partner in hers, each non-biological lesbian 

mother helps redefine motherhood and create a new parenting role. This book brings together a riveting 

collection of personal stories ð sometimes humorous, sometimes painful, but at all times celebratory ð by 

eighteen women who are transforming our view of two-parent families.  
 

Different Mothers: Sons and Daughters of Lesbians Talk About Their Lives (1990)  Written by Louise Rafkin 

Ranging in age from six to forty, 38 sons and daughters of lesbians offer brief essays that could be valuable to 

like offspring, as well as to relatives and friends trying to understand the issues such children face.  
 

The Essential Guide to Lesbian Conception, Pregnancy, and Birth  (2002)   

Written by Kim Toevs & Stephanie Brill 

A step-by-step guide to the physical and emotional aspects of conception through delivery, providing easy-to-

understand charts and illustrations, checklists, groundbreaking fertility information, and personal exercises 

geared specifically toward lesbians.  
 

For Lesbian Parents: Your Guide to Helping Your Family Grow Up Happy, Healthy, and Proud  (2001)   

Written by Suzanne Johnson, Elizabeth OõConnor 

From coming out to your child to coping with the pressures of trying to be a lesbian super-mom, this wise and 

reassuring book offers information and support for women forging a new path in what it means to be a family.  
 

Growing Up in a Lesbian Family  (1997)  Written by Susan Golombok & Fiona Tasker  

Presenting a unique longitudinal study of 25 children raised in lesbian mother families, and a comparison group 

raised by single heterosexual mothers.  
 

It‟s a Family Affair: The Complete Lesbian Parenting Book  (2001)  Written by Lisa Saffron 

Lisa Saffron is the acknowledged UK expert on donor insemination, runs parenting workshops and writes a 

column in Diva magazine about lesbian families. In this book, Saffron uses new interviews with lesbian parents 

and with their kids to bring alive the issues. Gay donors and fathers are also interviewed to find out how they fit 

into the lesbian family. 
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More Books For Adults 

Lesbian Families/Lesbian Mothers cont’: 

The Lesbian Couples‟ Guide: Finding the Right Woman and Creating a Life Together  (1995) 

Written by Judith McDaniel 

Written in a personal tone, and interweaving extensive, candid interviews with thorough research and the latest 

available information, The Lesbian Couplesõ Guide covers topics including: defining ourselves, opening our own 

closet doors, setting the boundaries, living together, power issues, parenting, uncoupling and going long-term. 
 

Lesbian Mothers: Accounts of Gender in American Culture  (1993)  Written by Ellen Lewin 

From the authorõs unprecedented research on lesbian mothers in the San Francisco area emerges a new 

understanding of the attitudes of individual women, the choices they have made, and the texture of their daily 

lives. 
 

The Lesbian Parenting Book: A Guide to Creating Families and Raising Children  (1995)  

Written by D. Merilee Clunis & G. Dorsey Green 

Classic guidebook on lesbian parenting that covers topics from how to get pregnant to coping with todayõs 

teens.   
 

Lesbian Step Families: An Ethnography of Love  (1998)  Written by Janet M. Wright 

This book explores five lesbian step familiesõ definitions of the step parent role and how they accomplish 

parenting tasks, cope with homophobia, and define and interpret their experiences.  
 

Living “Difference”: Lesbian Perspectives on Work and Family Life  (1998)  Written by Gillian Dunne 

Examines the roles of lesbians in the home, in the workplace, and as parents.   
 

The Milk of Human Kindness: Lesbian Authors Write about Mothers and Daughters  (2004) 

      Edited by Lori L. Lake 

This remarkable anthology contains stories, essays, and memoirs by some of the brightest stars in the lesbian 

writing world: Katherine V. Forrest, Radclyffe, Karin Kallmaker, Cameron Abbott, just to name a few. 
 

Mommy Queerest: Contemporary Rhetorics of Lesbian Maternal Identity  (2002) 

Written by Julie M. Thompson 

This book reveals how lesbian mothers have been depicted in the media, the legal system, and the academy. 
 

Mothers: A Novel  (1995)  Written by Jax Peters Lowell 

Set in mid-1960, this novel follows the love of two women, Claire and Theo, for their son, Willy.  Raised with 

enthusiasm, encouragement and unconditional love, his two mothers are the best family Willy could want until a 

mistrustful outside world intrudes to try to tear them apart. 
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More Books For Adults 

Lesbian Families/Lesbian Mothers cont’: 

My Miserable, Lonely, Lesbian Pregnancy  (2008)  Written by Andrea Askowitz 

My Miserable, Lonely, Lesbian Pregnancy is a funny, whiny, all-too-real account of one girlõs true adventure in 

maternity. From finding a great donor who turns out to be shooting blanks through all-day morning sickness 

and graduation into òfat-girl underwear,ó Andreaõs life reads like an antidote to sugar-sweet pregnancy guides 

and memoirs. 
 

Queering Reproduction: Achieving Pregnancy in the Age of Technoscience  (2007)  Written by Laura Mamo 

This book provides an overview of a shift within some lesbian communities from low-tech methods of self-

insemination to a reliance on outside medical intervention and fertility treatments. Reflecting on the issues 

facing lesbians who become parents through assisted reproductive technologies, Laura Mamo explores 

questions about the legal rights of co-parents, concerns about the genetic risks of choosing an anonymous 

sperm donor, and the ways decisions to become parents affect sexual and political identities. 
 

Raising Boys Without Men  (2006)  Written by Peggy Drexler, Ph.D. 

As the number of single-mom and two-mom households has grown, so have concerns about the possible 

damage to boys caused by the lack of a male role model in the house. Peggy F. Drexler, Ph.D., listened to all the 

dire warnings; but her training as a research psychologist told her she had to see the evidence. So she embarked 

on a long-term study comparing boys raised in female-headed families with those whose fathers were present 

throughout their childhood. 
 

Thinking Pregnant: Conceiving Your New Life with a Baby  (2001)  Written by Rhoda Nussbaum, MD 

Thinking Pregnant is for women (and their partners) who know they want to have children but also want to 

prepare for the reality of the event. 
 

The Ultimate Guide to Pregnancy for Lesbians: How to Stay Sane and Care for Yourself from  

Pre-Conception Through Birth  (2005)  Written by Rachel Pepper 

A comprehensive guide to everything from sperm donor options to the adoption process to the first few weeks 

as a new parent. Recommended for any single or coupled lesbians who are thinking of embarking on the baby 

journey.  
 

We Are Everywhere: Writings by & about Lesbian Parents  (1988)  Edited by Harriet Alpert 

In We Are Everywhere, the voices of Black, White, Hispanic and Asian women from all walks of life and every 

region of the country join together in creating a vibrant, joyous and true account of the daily experiences of 

lesbian parents. 
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More Books For Adults 

Gay Families/Gay Fathers: 

Alone in the Trenches: My Life as a Gay Man in the NFL  (2006)  Written by Esera Tuaolo 

This is Esera Tuaoloõs own searing story of terror and hope. A Samoan raised on a Hawaiian banana plantation, 

he had a natural talent, football. He went on to play for five NFL teams: the Green Bay Packers, the Minnesota 

Vikings, the Jacksonville Jaguars, the Carolina Panthers, and the Atlanta Falcons in the 1999 Super Bowl. But 

for the nine years he played professional football he lived in terror that when his face flashed upon the TV 

screen, someone would divulge his darkest secret. Esera Tuaolo is gay. 
 

The Divorced Dad‟s Survival Book: How to Stay Connected with Your Kids  (2000) 

Written by David Knox & Kermit Leggett 

With hands-on òget you through itó plans to help fathers remain positive, involved parents, and personal stories 

from a variety of home fronts, this invaluable guide illustrates how men can best develop their fathering skills, 

stay involved with their children, and honestly evaluate their own capabilities as fathers and ex-spouses. 
 

Fatherhood for Gay Men  (2003)  Written by Kevin McGarry 

A beautiful book about the authorõs journey towards parenthood.  He opens his heart up to the reader; all of his 

hopes, dreams, fears, and longings. 
 

A Gay Couple‟s Journey Through Surrogacy: Intended Fathers  (2006)  Written by Michael Menichiello  

The moving true story of a gay coupleõs decision to have their child through a surrogate mother. With humor 

and emotion, the author traces their intense experience from the initial decision to have a child through 

surrogacy on through the entire pregnancy and birth. The book Chronicles this coupleõs no-holds-barred 

account of the emotional toll, the legal matters, the financial concerns, and the ultimate fulfillment of parenting 

a child. 
 

Gay Dads: Celebration of Fatherhood  (2003)  Written by David Strah 

Twenty-five personal accounts from men describing their unique journeys to fatherhood and the struggles and 

successes they have experienced as they raise their children, including beautiful black-and-white photographs of 

each of the families. 
 

Gay Fathers: Encouraging the Hearts of Gay Dads and Their Families  (1990)   

Written by Robert L. Barret & Bryan E. Robinson  

Real-life stories and information that celebrate the power of gay fatherhood.  
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More Books For Adults 

Gay Families/Gay Fathers cont’: 

Gay Men Choosing Parenthood  (2006)  Written by Gerald P. Mallon 

This book reveals how very natural and possible gay parenthood can be. What factors influence this decision? 

How do the experiences of gay dads compare to those of heterosexual men? How effectively do professional 

services such as support groups serve gay fathers and prospective gay fathers? What elements of the social 

climate are helpfulñand hurtful? This book offers insightful answers to these questions and more. 
 

The Kid  (2000)  Written by Dan Savage 

Best known for his syndicated sexual advice column, òSavage Love,ó Dan Savage shares his own story in this 

memoir, a hilarious account of his efforts--along with his partner--to adopt a child. 
 

Sons Talk About Their Gay Fathers  (2003)  Written by Andrew R. Gottlieb, PhD 

Simply and elegantly written, Gottleib looks at how sons react to learning that their fathers are gay, allowing us 

to see over time how this has changed their family relationships and their own lives.  
 

The Velveteen Father  (1999)  Written by Jesse Green 

The true story of journalist Jesse Greenõs stumbling into fatherhood by falling in love with a person who has an 

adopted son.  

 

Transgender Families/Transgender Parents: 

Dress Codes: Of Three Girlhoods - My Mother‟s, My Father‟s, and Mine  (2002)  Written by Noelle Howey 

At age fourteen, Noelleõs mom told her the family secret: òDad likes to wear womenõs clothes.ó  As Noelle 

copes with a turbulent adolescence, confused by her male and female role models, her father begins to 

metamorphose into the loving parent she had always longed forñonly now outfitted in pedal pushers and pink 

lipstick.  
 

Trans Forming Families: Real Stories About Transgendered Loved Ones  (1999)  Written by Mary Boenke 

Family-oriented book published especially for families, friends, and others interested in understanding and 

learning about transgender persons. 
 

Transgender Emergence  (2005)  Written by Arlene Istar Lev, LCSW, CASAC 

This comprehensive book provides you with a clinical and theoretical overview of the issues facing 

transgendered/transsexual people and their families. It views assessment and treatment through a 

nonpathologizing lens that honors human diversity and acknowledges the role of oppression in the 

developmental process of gender identity formation. Specific sections of this book address the needs of gender- 

variant people as well as transgender children and youth. 
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More Books For Adults 

Transgender Families/Transgender Parents cont’: 

Trumpet: A Novel  (1998)  Written by Jackie Kay 

The music of legendary jazz trumpeter Joss Moody touched the souls of all who listened. But his death exposes 

his secret, one that he shared only with his beloved wife, Millie: Joss was born female and lived life as a man. 

When their adopted son, Colman, learns the truth about his father, he must search for answers to resolve his 

resentment and confusion. 

 

LGBT Fostering, Adoption, Insemination & Custody: 

Adopting a Toddler: What Size Shoes Does She Wear?  (2006)  Written by Denise Harris Hoppenhauer 

Finally, a childcare book written with the unique needs of adopted toddlers in mind. Written by an adoptive 

parent, Adopting A Toddler: What Size Shoes Does She Wear? is an indispensable guide to the wonderful world of 

toddler adoption. Filled with essential parenting information, this book answers many questions that parents 

ask, including questions about changing a name, choosing a crib versus a bed, beginning potty training, and 

what size shoes to buy. 
 

Adopting on Your Own: The Complete Guide to Adoption for Single Parents  (2000)  Written by Lee Varon 

Lee Varon, an adoptive mother of two and a counselor, who has helped thousands of clients through their 

adoption decisions. Varon candidly covers just about every issue of concern to single men and women who are 

considering adoption in this excellent guide. 
 

Adoption and the Jewish Family: Contemporary Perspectives  (1998)  Written by Shelley Kapnek Rosenberg 

A thorough, insightful guide to ôthe Jewish perspectiveõ for those who have adopted or are considering 

adoption.  The book is a must-read for all Jewish adults considering adoption, adoptive parents and adoptees 

who are old enough to understand the impact adoption has had on them. 
 

Are Those Kids Yours?: American Families With Children Adopted From Other Countries  (2006) 

Written by Cheri Register 

Drawing from her own experiences and those of others who have adopted children from outside the United 

States, the author addresses a range of issues arising from the controversial practice. As the single parent of two 

Korean-born daughters, Register is often faced with the question posed in the bookõs title. Are Those Kids Yours? 

provides an insightful, comprehensive resource for individuals contemplating, awaiting or bringing up an 

internationally adopted child. 
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More Books For Adults 

LGBT Fostering, Adoption, Insemination & Custody cont’: 

Beyond Good Intentions: A Mother Reflects on Raising Internationally Adopted Children  (2006) 

Written by Cheri Register 

Beyond Good Intentions is a coffee table book of a different sort:  a diary-sized volume to keep handy and read as 

you sip your coffee.  You will likely catch yourself nodding and frowning just as you would at a candid friend 

who urges you to reconsider ideas you have taken for granted, to listen without defensiveness to what your 

children and other adoptees want to tell you, and to think more deeply about what international adoption 

requires of the òluckyó parents who benefit from it.  
 

Do Your Own California Adoption: Nolo‟s Guide for Stepparents and Domestic Partners (w/ CDROM) 

(6th Edition ð 2003)  Written by Frank Zagone and Emily Doskow  

Packed with plain-English information and instructions, itõs the only book available that takes adopting parents 

through the entire process, one step at a time. Find out how to: decide if adoption is right for your family, 

determine if itõs legally possible, choose the correct procedure, prepare and file all necessary papers with the 

court, terminate the rights of an absent parent , and have your adoption petition approved by a judge.   
 

Does Anybody Else Look Like Me?: A Parent‟s Guilde to Raising Multiracial Children  (2006)   

Written by Donna Jackson Nakazawa 

Drawing on psychological research and input from over fifty multiracial families, this book addresses the special 

questions and concerns facing these families, explaining how we can best prepare multiracial children of all ages 

to make their way confidently in our color-conscious world. From the books and toys to use in play with young 

children, to advice on guiding older children toward an unflappable sense of self, this is the first book to outline 

for parents how, exactly, to deflect the objectifying attention multiracial children receive. 
 

A Donor Insemination Guide  (2006)  Written by Marie Mohler, MA & Lacy Frazer, PsyD 

Conceiving a child together is an act of love. But when doctors, medical staff, sperm banks, donors, and a deep-

freeze get in on the act, it can become stressful. This book smoothes the way by sharing the experiences of 

other lesbian women who have successfully conceived using donor insemination. It reveals everything the 

doctors donõt tell you about the practical details and emotional aspects of this intimate process. 
 

Everything Conceivable  (2007)  Written by Liza Mundy 

Liza Mundy takes an investigative yet compassionate look at the ever booming field of assisted reproduction, 

included surrogacy, egg and sperm donation, and insemination.  A fascinating and complete introduction to 

assisted reproduction, perfect for adults interested in starting their family. 
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More Books For Adults 

LGBT Fostering, Adoption, Insemination & Custody cont’: 

How to Adopt Internationally: A Guide for Agency-Directed and Independent Adoptions  (2006) 

Written by Jean Nelson-Erichsen & Heino R. Erichsen 

This book is organized around 23 easy-to-follow steps that lead readers through every phase of the international 

adoption process, from finding a reputable agency and organizing a home study to choosing a country to adopt 

from, working through emigration and immigration, traveling abroad, and adjusting to a new life with a child. 
 

Inside Transracial Adoption  (2000)  Written by Gail Steinberg & Beth Hall 

This is an informative, comprehensive introduction to the adoption of children by parents who do not share 

their racial identity. 
 

Lesbian and Gay Fostering and Adoption: Extraordinary Yet Ordinary  (1998)  Written by Stephen Hicks 

A collection of personal accounts by lesbians and gay men who have fostered or adopted children.   
 

Lesbians and Gay Men as Foster Parents  (1991)  Written by Wendell Ricketts 

Ricketts clearly and succinctly shows both the need for and the goodness of lesbian and gay foster parents 

through personal stories, synthesized facts, organized arguments and defused stereotypes. 
  

Raising Adopted Children  (2006)  Written by Lois Ruskai Melina 

Lois Melina, editor of Adopted Children newsletter and the mother of two children by adoption, draws on the 

latest research in psychology, sociology, and medicine to guide parents through all stages of their childõs 

development. Melina addresses the pressing adoption issues of today, such as open adoption, international 

adoption, and transracial adoption, and answers parentsõ most frequently asked questions. 
 

Toddler Adoption: The Weaver‟s Craft  (2006)  Written by Mary Hopkins-Best 

A first-ever look at the unique challenges of parenting a child who arrives in his forever family older than 

infancy but younger than kindergarten age. This helpful guide makes clear the difficulties caused by cognitive 

and emotional immaturity which make traditional òtalkó therapy and preparation nearly useless, and offers 

support and practical tools for transitioning and promoting attachment. 
 

Twenty Things Adopted Kids Wish Their Adoptive Parents Knew  (2006)  Written by Sherrie Eldridge 

Filled with powerful insights from children, parents, and experts in the field, plus practical strategies and case 

histories that will ring true for every adoptive family, this book is an invaluable guide to the complex emotions 

that take up residence within the heart of the adopted child--and within the adoptive home. 
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More Books For Adults 

Child Development (not LGBT-specific): 

Dear Parent: Caring for Infants with Respect  (2003)  Written by Magda Gerber 

Infant specialist Magda Gerber shares the wisdom of her lifeõs work.  Her many years of thoughtful observation 

and experience help you to see a babyõs capabilities and needs and to develop a way of relating sensitively to the 

infant you are caring for. 
 

Unfolding of Infants‟ Natural Gross Motor Development  (2006)  Compiled by the Pikler Institute 

The charming line drawings of infants illustrate the unfolding of natural motor development based on Dr. 

Emmi Piklerõs classic studies of babies who had the unusual opportunity for both secure, respectful 

relationships and the chance to explore through their own self-initiated movements. 
 

Your Self-Confident Baby  (1997)  Written by Magda Gerber 

As the founder of Resources for Infant Educarers (RIE), Magda Gerber has spent decades helping new mothers 

and fathers give their children the best possible start in life.   

 

Marriage Equality: 

I Do…Don‟t I?  (2005)  Written by Mary Kearny Stroube, MS, JD 

A guide to understanding the California Domestic Partner Rights & Responsibilities Act for Couples & 

Professionals. 
 

A Legal Guide for Lesbian and Gay Couples  (2005, 13th Edition)   

Written by Attorneys Hayden Curry, Denis Clifford & Frederick Hertz 

A good legal advice text on domestic partnerships, parenting, making financial and medical decisions, buying a 

home together, and estate planning.  This is an optimistic book, designed to help lesbian and gay couples 

understand the laws that affect them, and take charge of the legal aspects of their lives. 
 

A Legal Guide for Lesbian and Gay Couples  (2010, 15th Edition)   

By Attorneys Denis Clifford, Frederick Hertz & Emily Doskow 

This updated legal guide by Nolo provides advice in plain-English for gay and lesbian couples.  From making 

practical decisions about living together, marrying or registering as legal partners, to having and raising children 

through adoption, donors, surrogacy or foster parenting, this guide makes it easier than ever to define and 

protect LGBT relationships in the eyes of the law.  It also includes updated forms for your legal agreements 

from living-together contracts, powers of attorney and more. 
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More Books For Adults 

Marriage Equality cont’: 

On the Road to Same-Sex Marriage  (1997)  Written by Robert Cabaj & David Purcell 

An essential for same sex couples struggling to gain the psychological support and legal benefits guaranteed to 

couples in legally sanctioned marriages. This book provides a comprehensive historical overview of same sex 

marriage along with a profile of contemporary, long-standing gay & lesbian relationships. 

 

Miscellaneous: 

Just a Mom  (2001)  Written by Betty DeGeneres 

To her surprise, Betty DeGeneres, mother of out comedian Ellen DeGeneres, once a quiet housewife and 

mother, has become a gentle, consistent, and rational voice in the gay liberation movement.  In her book, Betty 

speaks for all the ordinary Americans whose children have turned out òdifferentó and whose first concern is 

that they will suffer pain and rejection in life. 
 

A New View of a Woman‟s Body  (1991)  Written by The Federation of Feminist Womenõs Health Centers 

An in-depth guide for women about their bodies.  Includes vital and progressive information such as self 

examinations, reproductive anatomy, abortion care, and menopause.  Every topic is paired with an explanatory 

and detailed illustration by Suzann, a nationally certified and licensed acupuncturist and nurse practitioner with a 

wealth of experience as a health care provider, wholistic healer, educator and feminist health activist. 
 

The Other Side of the Closet: The Coming-Out Crisis for Straight Spouses and Families  (1994)   

Written by Amity Pierce-Buxton 

An invaluable book incorporating the authorõs seven years of research and interviews with hundreds of spouses 

with insights derived from her own teaching and counseling work.  This book analyzes key issues a straight 

spouse faces when a partner comes out.  
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Videos & DVDs 

LGBT Families: 

All Aboard! Rosie‟s Family Cruise  (2006, DVD format) 

This documentary takes viewers on a wonderful voyage in which celebrity superstar Rosie OõDonnell and her 

family join hundreds of other gay, lesbian, bisexual and straight families on a weeklong trip to the Bahamas. 

With a bold stroke only Rosie could make, a joyous new community is born in this judgment-free setting, as 

passengers celebrate their freedom and make a positive, progressive statement about what òfamilyó means 

today. 
 

Both of My Moms‟ Names Are Judy: Children of Lesbians and Gays Speak Out  (1995, DVD format) 

This 10-minute video presents a diverse group of children (ages 7-11) who have lesbian and gay parents. In 

candid interviews, they talk about whoõs in their families, how it feels to be teased about their parents, how 

classroom silence about homosexuality affects them, and what they would like to see change. This is a great 

movie as part of an in-service training for elementary-school educators and administrators. 
 

Breaking the Silence: LGBTQ Foster Youth Tell Their Stories  (DVD format) 

The ten short digital stories included are powerful tales of both the successes and failures of the foster care 

system. Ten former foster youth who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, or queer (LGBTQ) share 

their stories and learn to edit them into moving, heartfelt (and sometimes heartbreaking) personal videos. 

Through these youthsõ thoughtful, honest, and insightful words and images, we hear directly about their 

experiences in state care, as well as their recommendations for better supporting LGBTQ youth in the future.  
 

Buster‟s Outdoor Journeys  (2005, DVD format)   

There are 4 òPostcards from Busteró episodes on this new DVD, and one of them is the now-famous 

òSugartimeó episode where Buster visits a two-mom family in Vermont. The other episodes are: òMeet Me at 

the Fairó (Knox, IN), òThe Giant Pumpkinsó (Mt. Hood, OR) and òBayou by Meó (Sidell, LA). 
 

Choosing Children  (1984, DVD & VHS formats)  A documentary by Debra Chasnoff 

In a celebration of lesbian motherhood, and focusing on the importance of understanding different ways of life, 

lesbian mothers speak about their choice to have children. 
 

Finding Family  (2007, DVD format)  A short documentary by John Ireland 

Many gay and lesbian people are turning to adoption to form their families. With a patchwork of laws, the states 

are anything but united in what makes a family. This documentary features conversations with social workers 

from across the country, a researcher with the Evan B. Donaldson Adoption Institute, gay and lesbian adoptive 

parents and the grown son of a lesbian couple. 
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More Videos & DVDs 

LGBT Families cont’: 

I Can‟t Marry You  (2003, DVD format)  Narrated by Betty DeGeneres 

This documentary is an educational film that explores the real life stories of twenty long term gay and lesbian 

couples and reveals the obstacles they encounter due to no being able to marry in the U.S.. Included in the film 

are pertinent facts and information from specialists on the issue. 
 

In My Shoes: Stories of Youth with LGBT Parents  (2005, DVD & VHS formats)   

A documentary by Karen Jen Gilomen/COLAGE 

In a time when LGBT families are debated and attacked in the media, courts and Congress, from school houses 

to state houses across the country, five young people give you a chance to walk in their shoes ð to hear their 

own views on marriage, making change, and what it means to be a family. 

 

Love Makes a Family: Gay Parents in the „90s  (1991, VHS format)   

by Daniel Veltri, Remco Kobus & Marla Leech 

Meet a lesbian single mother who shares parenting with the gay father of her son; a lesbian couple who care for 

oneõs children by a previous marriage; a gay male couple with two adopted sons; a clinical psychologist and a 

therapist who work with gay families and their children. This movie is a great tool to address the assumptions 

and realities of gay and lesbian families. 
 

Our House: A Very Real Documentary About Kids of Gay and Lesbian Parents  (2000, VHS format)   

A documentary by Meema Spadola 

Profiling the children in five diverse families around the country, this documentary presents an honest look at 

what it is like to grow up with gay parents. 
 

Out In The Heartland  (2005, DVD format) 

This movie explores how Kentuckyõs recent constitutional amendment to ban gay marriage affects three families 

and their communities. As momentum pushes the issue from the mega-churches to the ballot box, gay parents 

begin to fear for their familiesõ safety and future. òOut In The Heartlandó gives a face to those at the center of 

these amendments, illuminating their long-term consequences for all. 
 

Out of My Parent‟s Closet  (1994, VHS format) 

A film of a play written and performed by adolescent/adult children of LGBT parents. It discusses some of the 

difficult experiences of dealing with a parentõs sexuality. 
 

Out of the Past: The Struggle for Gay and Lesbian Rights in America  (1998, DVD format) 

Kelli Peterson tells her history-making experience of forming a GSA in her high school in Salt Lake City, Utah. 

The protests, legislative battles and national media attention serve as a modern counterpoint to the history of 

the human rights movement (winner of Audience Award at the 1998 Sundance Film Festival.  
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More Videos & DVDs 

LGBT Families cont’: 

Same Sex Parents  (2001, DVD format)  A film by Laurence Katrian, in French with English subtitles 

Olympia, a teenager born to a lesbian mother by agreement with a gay male friend, is living the difficult high 

school years and finds her small town school full of rumors about her òdykeó mother and her mother's lover, 

and she is the brunt of disparaging remarks. Olympiaõs mother is afraid to talk about her sexuality, which leads 

Olympia to run away from home to Paris where she has a good relationship with her birth father and his lover. 

Olympia eventually grows into a changed young lady who learns that same sex parents in the big city of Paris are 

different than the problems associated with living in the small town where her mother struggles for happiness. 
 

Small Town Secrets  (2004, DVD & VHS formats)  A documentary by Katherine Leggett 

A highly textured film that travels back to the early 1980s, Small Town Secrets documents a womanõs exploration 

of her childhood growing up with closeted gay parents in a small, mid-western town. 
 

Sticks & Stones  (2001, VHS format)  A documentary by Jan Padgett 

A film documenting what young children (ages 5-12), from families that donõt follow traditional gender roles, 

feel when they hear put-downs of themselves and their families. Focus is on teaching empathy and respect for 

others. 
 

That‟s A Family  (2000, DVD & VHS formats)  A documentary by Debra Chasnoff 

Thatõs a Family is an entertaining documentary that breaks new ground in helping children in grades K-8 

understand the different shapes families take today. 
 

That‟s So Gay: Portraits of Youth with LGBT Parents  (2004, CD-ROM format)   

Created by COLAGE Youth Leadership and Action Program in collaboration with Jill Shenker 

Thatõs So Gay is a portrait-text exhibit highlighting the experiences of youth with LGBT parents. With this CD, 

anyone anywhere can print and use the exhibit to fight homophobia and create a community that respects all 

families. 

 

Lesbian Families/Lesbian Mothers: 

Buddy G My Two Moms and Me: Lost Rings  (2007, DVD format) 

Join in the adventure of the Lost Rings with Buddy G, a five-year-old boy who loves science and solves daily 

problems with the help of his sidekick òSocrates,ó an armband computer with internet capabilities. In this 

premiere episode, Buddy G and his friend Owen learn the value of being truthful. 
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More Videos & DVDs 

Lesbian Families/Lesbian Mothers cont’: 

Creating a Place at the Table  (CD-ROM format) 

This light-hearted documentary chronicles three multicultural lesbian couples who have navigated coming out to 

their families and now are creating their own families and exploring the strengths they bring from their cultures 

of origin. 
 

Daughters of Dykes (1994, DVD format) A documentary by Amilca Palmer 

In this 14-minute documentary, a group of teenage daughters of lesbian mothers frankly discuss their feelings 

about their parentsõ sexuality. Told through the experience of its 18-year-old director, this candid film asks the 

right questions and invites the audience to view the ensuing conversation. 
 

Dottie‟s Magic Pockets  (2007, DVD format) 

Dottie, a wacky lesbian mom, has super-riffic gay family fun with her loveable puppet friends, like Randal the 

Beaver and Motilda the Mouse. Together they sing songs, play games and invite everyone to join in the good 

times. Dottieõs Magic Pockets is a breakthrough kidsõ show thatõs great fun for everyone! 
 

Gladys, A Cuban Mother  (2001, VHS format)  A documentary by Xavier-Daniel 

A mother tells her son that her greatest loves have been women. She recounts the story of raising two daughters 

left behind after the death of their mother, one of Gladysõ former lovers. 
 

If She Grows Up Gay  (1983, DVD & VHS formats)  A documentary by Karen (Sloe) Goodman 

A blue collar African-American mother, talks about her pregnancy and raising her daughter with her lesbian 

partner. 
 

Making Grace  (2004, DVD format)  A documentary by Catherine Gund 

Gundõs film documents the journey of two women, Ann and Leslie, as they discover the process of creating a 

family ð from selecting a sperm donor and determining who will work and who will carry the baby, to Lamaze 

classes, the baby shower, and figuring out how to explain òtwo mommiesó to the rest of the world. 
 

Mom‟s Apple Pie: The Heart of the Lesbian Mother‟s Custody Movement  (2006, DVD format) 

While the beginnings of the LGBT Civil Rights movement were gaining momentum, the 1970s witnessed 

horrific custody battles for lesbian mothers. This documentary revisits the early tumultuous years of the lesbian 

custody movement through the stories of five lesbian mothers and their four children. 
 

Mothers and Babies: Lesbians Creating Families  (2004, DVD format)   

This documentary profiles six couples on their individual paths to pregnancy and childbirth, covering themes 

such as: wanting to become mothers, choosing a donor, alternative insemination and conception, pregnancy, 

coming out as mothers, labor and birth, finding community, and the transition to motherhood. 
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More Videos & DVDs 

Lesbian Families/Lesbian Mothers cont’: 

Other Families: Growing Up With a Gay Parent (1993, VHS format) 

This documentary explores the perceptions and feelings of seven adults, ages 18 to 40, who are raised by lesbian 

mothers. Three are themselves gay and four identify as heterosexual. It addresses the ever-present question: 

òHow will the kids turn out?ó   
 

A Union in Wait  (2001, DVD & VHS formats) 

Susan Parker and Wendy Scott were members of the Wake Forest Baptist Church in North Carolina. In 1997 

the couple decided to have a union ceremony in Wake Forest Universityõs Chapel, but the university prevented 

this from happening. A Union in Wait recounts the struggle of Parker and Scott to have their union recognized 

and the controversy that divided a community. 
 

Your Mom‟s a Lesbian: Here‟s Your Lunch, Have a Good Day at School  (VHS format) 

This is the true and very human documentary of a woman coming to embrace a part of herself that she had 

disowned, and how her twin sister, her parents, her husband and her sons come to honor and respect her for 

being true to herself. This moving portrait of a familyõs journey is great for anyone wanting to more deeply 

appreciate the many kinds of friendship and love that are part of human nature. 

 

Gay Families/Gay Fathers: 

Daddy & Papa  (2004, DVD & VHS formats)  A documentary by Johnny Symons 

Through the stories of four different families, this documentary delves into the particular challenges facing gay 

men who decide to become dads. 
 

Fatherhood Dreams  (2007, DVD format)  A documentary by Julia Ivanova 

Meet four gay men who have always wanted to be dads and discover the challenges they face as they realize 

their dreams of becoming parents. The documentary Fatherhood Dreams invites people into the day-to-day 

lives of gay dads Scott, Steve, Randy and Drew, who are fathers through surrogacy, co-parenting and adoption.  
 

Sweet Life  (2001, VHS format)  A short film by Tom Keegan 

Two men jump out of their cozy bed on a very important morning. In the kitchen, bowls, spoons and even an 

old mixer wait impatiently as the two get to work blending mountains of sugar, tons of butter, wine, books and 

even the odd shoe into what promises to be a fabulous concoction. As the mysterious batter bakes, their pace 

frenzies, and they whip their cottage and themselves into a frothy fantasy. When the kitchen timer rings, the 

men are blessed with the joys of parenthood. 
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More Videos & DVDs 

Transgender Families/Transgender Parents cont’: 

Myth of Father (Director‟s Cut)  (2001, DVD & VHS formats)  A documentary by Paul Hill 

Director Paul Hillõs father, Jodie, is a transsexual woman. When she came out to Paul a few years ago, he began a 

journey to learn about who his father is. This stunning video documentary contrasts Paulõs relationship to his father 

with the relationship of his father and her own dad. 

 

No Dumb Questions  (2001, VHS format)  A documentary by Melissa Reed 

A funny and touching documentary profiling three sisters - ages 6, 9 and 11 - struggling to understand why and 

how Uncle Bill is becoming a woman. 
 

Southern Comfort  (2001, DVD format)  A documentary by Kate Davis 

In the back hills of Georgia is the world of Robert Eads, a 52-year-old wise-cracking cowboy, warm and 

gregarious, who was born female and later transitioned into living as a man after bearing two sons. The film 

finds Robert fifteen years later, during the extraordinary last year of his life, as he falls headlong into a 

passionate romance with Lola, a vivacious and magnetic woman who was born male. 
 

Transamerica  (2005, DVD format)  A film by Duncan Tucker, starring Felicity Huffman 

Bree is awaiting gender-reassignment surgery when she learns she has a teenage son named Toby. Her therapist 

forces Bree into facing her past, and Bree and Toby end up on a road trip across the country. Breeõs defenses 

are slowly peeled away, laying bare her basic struggle for respect and a chance at happiness.  
 

transparent  (2005, DVD format) 

Pink or blue. Male or Female. Mommy or Daddy. Categories that we all take for granted are broken apart in 

transparent, a documentary about 19 female-to-male transsexuals living in the United States who have given birth 

and, in all but a few stories, gone on to raise their biological children. 

 

Diversity & Respect: 

Apples and Oranges  (2003, DVD format) 

This animated short film is designed to raise childrenõs awareness of the harmful effects of homophobia and 

gender-related name calling, intolerance, stereotyping and bullying. It includes one short story with a young girl 

figuring out a creative (instead of vengeful) way to deal with a school bully who makes fun of her for having two 

moms. 
 

As If It Matters  (2001, DVD format) 

A video by youth and for youth about homophobia, cultural acceptance, body image, relationships, labels, and 

school. 
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More Videos & DVDs 

Diversity & Respect cont’: 

In Other Words  (2001, DVD format) 

This documentary speaks directly to teens and offers a valuable tool to teachers, counselors and community 

youth leaders who want to explore the homophobic language heard in schools and other youth hangouts. 
 

It‟s Elementary: Talking about Gay Issues in Schools  (1996, DVD & VHS formats)   

A documentary by Debra Chasnoff 

Itõs Elementary is the first film of its kind to address anti-gay prejudice by providing adults with practical lessons 

on how to talk with kids about gay people. Hailed as òa model of intelligent directing,ó Itõs Elementary shows that 

children are eager and able to wrestle with stereotypes and absorb new facts about what it means to be gay or 

lesbian. 
 

It‟s STILL Elementary  (2007, DVD format)  A documentary by Debra Chasnoff 

This retrospective documentary follows up with some of the students and teachers from Itõs Elementary. It tells 

the fascinating history of why the film was made, the response it provoked from the conservative right and the 

questions it raises about the national safe schools movement today.  
 

Let‟s Get Real  (2003, DVD & VHS formats)  A documentary by Debra Chasnoff 

Focusing on name-calling and bullying, this documentary gives young people (middle school-aged students) the 

chance to speak up in their own words about the real issues of racial differences, perceived sexual orientation, 

abilities, religious differences and sexual harassment.   
 

Oliver Buttons Is A Star  (2002, VHS format)  A film by John Scagliotti 

A simple and heartwarming story about a boy who is ridiculed by his parents and peers simply because he would 

rather sing and dance than play sports like all the other little boys.   Based on the classic childrenõs book, this 

teaches a powerful lesson about embracing differences, nurturing talent and striving to achieve oneõs dreams. 
 

Straightlaced: How Gender‟s Got Us All Tied Up  (2009, DVD format)  A documentary by Debra Chasnoff 

Meet 50 incredibly diverse students who take us on a powerful, intimate journey to see how popular pressures 

around gender and sexuality are shaping the lives of todayõs American teens.  This is an uplifting and 

surprisingly funny film that accessibly demonstrates how gender-based expectations are deeply intertwined with 

homophobia, and also are impacted by race, ethnicity and class.  From girls confronting popular messages about 

culture and body image, to boys who are sexually active just to prove they arenõt gay, Straightlaced reveals the toll 

that deeply held stereotypes and rigid gender policing have on all our lives, and offers both teens and adults a 

way out of anxiety, fear, and violence. 
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More Videos & DVDs 

Diversity & Respect cont’: 

We Are Family: A Musical Message for All (2005, DVD format) 

Created in collaboration between the We Are Family Foundation and the Anti-Defamation League, this unique 

multi-media educational resource revamps the classic hit òWe Are Family.ó  The program, appropriate for Pre-

K through 3rd grade classrooms, motivates children to understand and appreciate diversity, respect the values of 

strong families and communities, while promoting key literacy, math and science skills. 

 

HIV/AIDS: 

The Smith Family  (2004, DVD & VHS formats) 

With two boys, a dog, a nice house and a strong commitment to the Mormon Church, Steve and Kim Smith 

believed they had achieved the American dream. But after nine years of marriage, shattering revelations of 

betrayal came enough to test the strongest bonds of faith and love. When Steve confesses to infidelities with 

men, and they both find they are HIV+, Kim makes an unlikely choice. 

 

Child Development (not LGBT-specific): 

First 5 Kit for New Parents  (2004, VHS format) 

This kit contains six videos with helpful parenting information, a parenting resource guide, and written 

information on: Health & Nutrition, Child Safety, Early Literacy, Discipline and Finding Quality Child Care. 
 

Resources For Infant Educators (A Series):  (All in VHS format) 

The following five videos present various aspects of the Resource for Infant Educators (RIE) philosophy.  

These tenets include basic trust in the child, providing a safe and cognitively challenging environment for 

uninterrupted play, and sensitive observation of the child. 
 

Seeing Infants with New Eyes 

Video features an interview with Magda Gerber about her child development philosophy - showing 

appreciation and respect for authentic babies. Other childcare professionals also share their relationship with 

Magda Gerber. Magda encourages parents and childcare professionals to learn to observe, respect and enjoy 

the natural development of every baby. 
 

See How They Move 

Join Magda Gerber as she watches infants at RIE and follows the natural progression of their gross motor 

development.  Babies are allowed to rest comfortably and move naturally. 
 

See How They Sleep 

Magda Gerber approaches the difficult topic of developing sleep patterns with infants and shares good tips 

and strategies to encourage healthy sleep learning. 
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On Their Own/With Our Help 

This film shows examples of selective intervention when interacting with infants. Adults must choose when 

to intervene in infantsõ actions and when to sit back and observe. Magda teaches adults that their choices 

deeply influence the attitudes infants develop and the social relationships they make. 
 

The Way We See Them 

This film follows Dr. Thomas Forest, a clinical assistant professor of Pediatrics at Stanford University, as he 

teaches parents to really look at infants and help parents become more sensitive observers. This film shows 

that the way parents see their infants, effects the way they interact with their infantsõ gestures and cues. 
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